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to ask you if you thought that was an appro-
priate expenditure of taxpayer money and if
you think the privilege should continue
once—or if—she finally does announce her
candidacy.

The President. Well, part of how she trav-
els is determined by the Secret Service. She
is willing to do—first of all, in the exploratory
phase and if she should become a candidate,
she will fully comply with all the Federal
rules and regulations that govern her. But
part of how she travels is determined by what
the Secret Service says. And you’d be amazed
how many times in the last few years we’ve
wanted to take the train to New York, for
example, and haven’t been able to do it.

So these are legitimate questions that we
take quite seriously, she takes seriously, and
we’re trying to work through them as best
as possible.

Yes sir, in the back.

War in the Balkans and President’s
Legacy

Q. Thank you, sir. How do you want to
be remembered abroad, as a leader who
wanted to shape America’s face among other
nations? How do you want to be remem-
bered in the Balkans, in Eastern Europe,
where people have strong feelings about
America, different kinds of feelings? And
pardon me for asking that, do you expect if
someone, somewhere, wants to put a price
tag on your head, just as the State Depart-
ment offered $5 million to get Mr. Milosevic,
given the controversy that NATO leaders
might also have committed war crimes by
bombing vital infrastructure in the region?
Thank you.

The President. Well, first of all, we have
not put a price on Mr. Milosevic’s head for
someone to kill him. We have offered a re-
ward for people who can arrest and help
bring to justice war criminals, because of the
absence of honoring the international extra-
dition rules in Serbia. So let’s get that clear.
No one is interested in that. The United
States policy is opposed to assassination, has
been since Gerald Ford was President, offi-
cially, and I have rigorously maintained it.
So we don’t try to do that to heads of state.
So that’s the first thing.

Secondly, NATO did not commit war
crimes. NATO stopped war crimes. NATO
stopped deliberate, systematic efforts at eth-
nic cleansing and genocide. And we did it
in a way to minimize civilian casualties. Our
pilots were up there—I’m telling you, there
were days when they were consistently risk-
ing their lives because the Serbs were firing
at them with shoulder-fired missiles in the
midst of highly populated villages, and the
pilots did not fire back and take them out
because they knew if they missed, they would
kill civilians.

Yes, there were civilians killed. But I will
say again, if you compare the civilian losses
here with the losses in Desert Storm, it’s not
even close. They did a magnificent job. They
were brave. We tried to minimize casualties.
Every target we hit was relevant to the, es-
sentially, the state machine of terrorism that
Mr. Milosevic was running.

And finally, I’m not concerned right now
about how I’m being remembered; I’ll be re-
membered when I’m gone. Right now, I’m
not gone, and I’ve got lots to do.

Yes, go ahead.

U.S. Presence in Okinawa
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You’re just

back from the G–8 summit meeting in Co-
logne, Germany, and next year you’re going
to Okinawa, Japan, for another summit meet-
ing. Okinawa is the home of a huge U.S. mili-
tary presence in Japan and the Far East. And
I’m wondering if you will try hard and resolve
all the major issues pending between the
U.S. and Japanese Governments about the
U.S. bases in Okinawa, most importantly, the
relocation of the Futenma Air Base, before
you go there next year. Thank you.

The President. Absolutely. I don’t want
to go over there and have all these things
hanging out. I hope they’ll all be resolved.
Let me say, I think it’s a very exciting thing,
and I congratulate Prime Minister Obuchi
on wanting to host this conference in Oki-
nawa. It’s very unusual, in a way, for a leader
to do that, to take the conference so far away
from the capital city. And I think it’s very
farsighted. I hope it will be good for the peo-
ple and the economy of Okinawa, and I hope
to goodness we’ll have all the outstanding
issues resolved by the time we get there.
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Jane, go ahead [Jane Fullerton, Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette].

President’s State of Residence After Term
Q. Both you and the First Lady have indi-

cated that you plan to live in New York once
you leave the White House. I’m just curious
what you would say to the people of Arkan-
sas, the people who have supported you and
who helped you run for President. Should
they feel used or abandoned in any way?
[Laughter]

The President. No. Now, let me say this:
I have made it clear what I intend to do and
what I intend to do from the beginning. What
I intend to do is to divide my time between,
as I said in my interview with CNN from
Europe, I intend to divide my time between
Arkansas and New York. I intend to spend
at least half my time at home, when I’m not
traveling and doing other things, because I’ve
got a library and a public policy center to
build, and I want it to be great, and I want
it to be a great gift to my State. I’ve worked
quite hard on it and thought a lot about it.

And I think that—I think the people at
home will be quite excited about it when they
see what we’re going to do and will be
thrilled by it. And I won’t be home so much,
I’ll be underfoot, you know, I’ll just be—but
I’ll be there quite a lot.

Yes.

Northern Ireland Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, on Northern Ireland.

Sir, on Wednesday the deadline looms, and
I was wondering whether or not if the IRA
does not sign up for disarmament in time
for Wednesday’s deadline, whether or not—
or a timeline is established for disar-
mament—will Gerry Adams still be allowed
to come to the United States and raise funds?

And secondly, do you have any personal
words that you’d like to express to the people
who are about to undergo another marching
season, where it’s been a very volatile and
very bloody situation at times?

The President. I’d like to answer the sec-
ond question first. The people of Northern
Ireland, a majority of both communities,
voted for the Good Friday accords. They
voted for peace, for decommissioning, for
universal acceptance of the principle of con-

sent. And in American terms, that’s majority
rule. They voted for new partnerships with
the Irish Republic, and they voted for self-
government.

They were right when they voted for that
agreement. It’s still the right thing for the
future of Northern Ireland. So I would ask
those who march and those who are angry
at the march to remember that.

I don’t want to answer your first question
for a simple reason—I have been in intense
contact with Prime Minister Blair and with
Prime Minister, the Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern.
As you know, I have invested a great deal
in the process of peace. And I don’t think
we have a great deal of time to resolve this
complicated issue. It’s politically and emo-
tionally complicated.

But I just would ask all the parties—the
only thing I want to say about it publicly
now—if it doesn’t work out, there will be
plenty of time for you to ask me all the other
questions, but I’m still banking that we’ll get
it to work out. But I think everybody needs
to think about how far we’ve come, all the
things that are in the Good Friday accords,
the fact that the public—Catholic and the
Protestant public—voted for them, and ask,
no matter how difficult these issues are, how
in goodness’ name we could ever let this
peace process fall apart?

This is a very serious, serious period. And
I do not want to say anything that would
make it worse. And in the days ahead, I in-
tend to do whatever anybody thinks I can
do to save it. But I hope and pray it will
be saved, because the Good Friday accords
were good when the people voted for them,
they’re good today, and the differences,
though they are profound, are as nothing
compared to the cost of losing it.

Go ahead.

Effect of Books About the Clinton
Presidency

Q. Mr. President, in the wake of the books
by George Stephanopoulos and Bob
Woodward, I was wondering if you think that
you can have anything close to a candid or
a frank conversation with aides, or, for that
matter, lawyers these days, and whether you
believe that this makes you a more isolated
President as a result of this trend?


